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Oh Canada!- Cape Breton Oh Canada! Magdalen Islands
Trip Report Trip Report
by John & Liz LaRoche By Jon Wienberg
July 1st 2011 i
On the 6th day of our Miata trip to Canada our group ZEEes=as . ;

of 8 Miata's and 13 members headed to Cape Breto Mg ')
and the Cabot Trail. The rest of the group headed td )
Magdalen Islands. Our destination for the day was &
the Silver Dart Inn in Baddeck. It was quite different ==
from the memorable spooky Matthew House Inn in
Souris. After a few photo opts we headed to Bad-
deck. John LaRoche was the leader of this group of
eight Miata's. Having never been there it was all ne
to us and looking forward to an interesting day. We
were driving to the Woods Island Ferry for a short
trip to Cape Breton.

We wound our way to the Silver Dart Inn in Bad- ~ Our weeklong trip began on a sunny Friday Jaly 1
deck. All 13 of us were pretty tired. We had a chancenorning from the 195 New Hampshire Visitors Cen-

to unwind and relax, and have a great dinner and  ter just over the Mass border. Our first nights desti-
(Continued on page 6)  Nation was the Rossmount Inn in St. Stephen where

we had early dinner reservations so we could catch
the Canada Day fireworks in town.

It was all uneventful highway driving to lunch at
Dysarts Truck Stop outside of Bangor Maine, after
which the driving became more interesting as we
sped along Maine route 9
and the border. After quick stops for our last US gas
and the duty free store we crossed the border into
Canada and made the final half hour to St. Andrews
with time to spare. Our reward was a gourmet dinner

.(Continued on page 5)
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Welcome New
Members
Louis & Jeanne Bedard
Leominster MA

Eric Boudreau
Leominster MA

Gilles Chicignan
Uxbridge MA

David Conrad & Thomas Such Jr
Franklin MA

Julie Crosby
Baldwinville MA

Jim DeCourcy
Beverly MA

Paul & Maryanne Hammond
Rochdale MA

Jan & Eric Humphrey
Bedford MA

Mark & Ann Hunt
Framingham MA

Pam Hurley & Claudia Dent
Berlin MA

Pete & JoAnn Jones
Wellesley MA

David & Cathleen Oravetz
Canton MA

Jason & Jennifer Steadman
Westerly RI

A Moment é Presidents Column

A second, an instant, a heartbeat, a blink of an eye. All words or phrases we
use to indicate a short moment in time. Little did | know that such a moment
would be so devastating. For you that do not know my Miata and | were re-
cently in a bad accident. On a beautiful Saturday afternoon a few weeks ago |
was traveling home after visiting my Mom. Since it was such a nice day | had
decided to take a more scenic ride home. | had mapped out a route | had neve
been on before, and was enjoying the top down ride. | came around a bend in
the road and there was an intersection, by the time | saw the stop sign and hit
the brakes it was too late. | slide into the intersection at the exact moment a
couple were riding by on a motorcycle. The rest is just a blur, a flash of or-
ange, a bang, and darkness. When | came too it took a second or two to real-
ize what was draped over me was the airbag, and then | saw the orange motor
cycle and the couple laying off to the side of the road. Like a bad dream that
suddenly became reality it was a lot to take in at that moment. The Paramed-
ics arrived shortly and took all three of us to the hospital.

Was it fate, karma, our simply bad luck that brought that motorcycle and the
Miata and me together at the exact same place and moment? Who am | to tell.
All'l know is that image is something that | will have to live with for some-

ti me. At this time physically 1 0m
much about the condition of the other couple but pray that in time they will
heal and be able to go on with their lives. | have asked myself a thousand
guestions which have no answers. What if | had taken a different route that
day? What if I had left five minutes earlier or later? What if | had made a stop
along the way? Anything that would have changed being at that intersection at
that moment. But of course | can not go back and change the events that hap-
pened that day.

It has been a stressful time but all your cards, emails, and words of encourage
ment have been so very helpful. What makes this club so truly special is all
the kind and wonder ful people that
ily. I want to particularly thank Jim Gillis and Bob Baylis for all they did for

me that day. Jim drove all the way down to Providence Hospital and stayed

by my side as the doctors completed my examination. He made me laugh and
was there for me as a true friend. Bob drove his flatbed truck all the way

down to Rhode Island to pick up my Miata and get it out of the salvage yard
she had been brought to while | was in the hospital. After giving me a ride
home he took my Miata back to his shop and did not get home till after 1:00
AM. Words can not express the gratitude | feel for their kindness that awful
day.

The Insurance Appraisers have looked at my Miata and have determined my
beloved ACrystal o is a total | oss.
personal belongs from the car. Seeing all the stickers on the windows from
some of our trips brought back a flood of memories. To most people a car is
just a piece of machinery made up of steel, glass, and rubber. But my Crystal
was so much more to me, she was part of my identity and something | took
get pride in owning. It was hard to say goodbye and drive away. Hopefully in
time a new Miata will replace Crystal in my heart.
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2011 ANNUAL PICNIC

| 6ve never
report before, so | really
dondt know
gin. Act ua
trip for us because the pi
nic was held in our own
beautiful town of Bristol
Rl at Colt State Park. T
views of Narragansett Be
from our site were spec-
tacular. Fifty people
signed up and brought =
along delicious appetizer ~
salads, desserts, needed
supplies and beverages
and Johnos ¢°
pork. The hamburgers A3 ,
and hot dogs were cooke |
to perfection on the grills
by chefs Paul Trout and g
Brian Sanborn. The driz-
zle kind of interfered with
our usual lawn games, but

the shelter kept wus dry. Ther e Wwmayke naxthiree. Viskiiaadl
Charly were awaiting
the birth of their new
granddaughter and so
Bl they brought along

¥ their beautiful grand-
daughters Meghann
and Alison who hope-
fully had a good time.
We have enjoyed or-
ganizing the picnic for
& the last two years, but

By
-

K““ new location. If any-
'™ one has any ideas of
=~ where we can have

let the activity director
know and we will pass
along the tub of sup-

plies that are left over.

Paul and Sue Trout

next yeddds

P
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2011

SEPTEMBER

Event: Business Meeting

Location:  Sentry West Mazda, Shrewsbury MA
Date/Time: September 11th, 2011

Contact:  Roger Rheaumegrheaume@hotmail.com
Event: Newport Playhouse

Location: Newport RI

Sign-up by Sept 9th

Date/Time: September 17th, 2011/08:45:00 AM
Contact:  Bob Adams, 5a®14-2491  dilli-
gafl944@yahoo.com

Event: Buggies and Bridges I

Location: Lancaster, PA

Date/Time: September 22nd, 201%eptember 25th, 2011
Infoat:  www.buggiesandbridges.net

Description: Dear Fellow Miata Enthusiast

OCTOBER

Event: AMRIFAmazing Miata Race

Location: ? North Shore MA ?

Date/Time: October 1st, 2011

Contact: Jim & Deb Gillis, gillisdj@comcast.net

Event: Fall Foliage Trip

Location: Where the leaves have peaked.
Some where in NE

Date/Time: October 16th, 2011

Contact:  Any Volunteers?

Event: Halloween Run
Location: TBD
Date/Time: October 30th, 2011

Contact: Lilian Orchardprchard@cambridgema.gov
NOVEMBER
Event: Fall Business Meeting

Location: Mazda Gallery in Norwood MA
Date/Time: November 5th, 2011
Contact: Bob Lannin, rlannin@interserv.com

Event: Prédibernation Run

Location:  Bundle Up

Date/Time: November 13th, 2011

Contact:  Jon Weinberg, 9B880-0600 vicepresi-
dent@massmiata.net

DECEMBER

Event: Holiday Stroll

Location: TBD

Date/Time: December 4th, 2011

Contact:  Lillian Orchard, lorchard@cambridgema.gov

\

Jack & Judy Austinmembership@massmiata.net

Miss These and Miss This
Yeah, No Way!

Meetings, activities and events are planned and prg

sented by fellow club members. We welcome your i
put, comments and support. If you have an idea, trij

would enjoy, Pleasemail at activies@massmiata.ng

event, etc., that you feel your fellow Miata enthusiags


mailto:rogrheaume@hotmail.com
mailto:membership@massmiata.net
mailto:lorchard@cambridgema.gov
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(Continued from page 1)

and fireworks from the pool and porch

Up bright and early on Saturday for another big mileage day to get us all &
way to the east end of PEI (Prince Edward Island). We took a different r¢
through New Brunswick and some great scenery. Thanks to our waitress
had an entertaining lunch stop at the Montana Cookhouse in Moncton, N* =~
ter which we crossed the 8 mile long Confederation Bridge to PEI. All 12 ;

Miatas seemed to be a minor attraction at the Confederation Village whel-. - B G
stopped for a pit stop and then gas. From there it was pleasant driving through the rolllng country5|de to
Souris and Lyndés far mhouse at the east end of th
in North Lake overlooking the harbor. As we were leaving we met a very enthusiastic woman from Connecti
cut who had a Miata and was spending the summer nearby.

Sunday was a light mileage day as we toured the east end of the island. We visited the east end lighthouse,
lunch in St. Peters, visited the Greenwich National Seashore interpretive center, walked on the beach near
Lynés farmhouse followed by a group pizza dinner

For our last day on PEI we journeyed to the central section of the island. As we drove through Charlottetowr
we stopped at a new Mazda dealer that had opened the week before. Were they surprised to see all of us!
They were very nice, offered us coffee and let us use their restrooms, and we left them with a Mass Miata
magnetic car sticker. Then it was cross country backroads to lunch in the town of Summerside. We realizec
we were going to have to change our plans due to the visiting royals Kate and Wil-
liam who were going to some of the same places we had planned to go. So after
lunch we drove to the famous bottle housestire buildings built from glass bot-

tles laid on their side. Very colorful and interesting, and with nice gardens as well.
- From there we drove north to Cavendish, home of all
' things Anne of Green Gables. ;g" :

== At Cavendish the group split up with some V|S|t|nglx >

Anneds house and Caventai® WA * Bl on

= ers drove to The Dunes gallery where we exercis Ly T e
great purchasing restraint. As we were leaving tIL;

Dunes we did catch a glimpse of the Royals flying overhead in a heliGopt

very exciting! We all rendezvoused for dinner at the New Glasgow Lobs ,

Supper restaurant for an island lobster and mussel feast. As we were le né

the restaurant a silver NB drove by and we could see he was eyeing all our Miatas in the parking lot. Five

minutes later the same person came back in a silver NC to chat with us in the parking lot for a bit. Then it we

a sunset tojglown drive back to Souris via the Charlottetown harbor drive and more country roads after which

the Brewers, Buskys, Comeaus, and Weinbergs bid adieu to the Cape Breton contingent whom we would nc
see again for several days.

Tuesday morning we cleaned cars and farmhouse and were in line for the ferry by 1:00 for a 2:00PM departt
to the Magdalen Islands. The 5 hour ferry ride was smooth and uneventful as many of us read and napped
while Helen and David had fun conversing with a Fresppéaking couple.

The Magdalen I slands (Il sle de Madelaine if youbodr
bridges and sand bars in the middle of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. They are part of Quebec and the language

and food is most definitely French.
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 1)

good conversation. Looking forward to the next day of travel.

Next morning we picked up our box lunches and headed to the Cabot Trail. There were numerous opinions
about traveling the trail clockwise or countdockwise. Our leader "Big John" chose clockwise. Les presented
everyone with CD's with narrative points of interest and history in the area we would be traveling. They were
good traveling tool. We started on the West Coast. This took us through some French speaking villages and
there were beautiful vistas along the way with many opportunities for the group to use their cameras. We
stopped at Cheticamp Welcome Center. Continuing along the trail we encountered many brave souls on bicy
cles. Had a bicyclist stop for a photo opt of our Miata's. Continuing on for more breath taking views and prett
good roads.

We stopped at Cabot's Landing for lunch. Nice beaches but not many people. After lunch we headed toward
Neil's Harbor. Part of the group went searching for more photos opt.

We were reunited at Black Brook. Heading south the group was separated again as some wanted to check ¢
the St. Anne's Bay area. Rest of us headed back to Silver Dart Inn.

Gassed up, washed cars and had another great dinner. It was an interesting trip around the Trail. Ending the
day a bit tired but trying to absorb the natural beauty we encountered. Thursday morning we left Baddeck
destination Amherst. We stopped at various spots as we made our way through some rural farm areas. We
were all getting hungry and Jane suggested we stop in Pugwash. We had lunch at the Chatterbox Internet C
All pretty full we headed east to do more touring. Arrived in Amherst in time for dinner. Found a place to eat
= and a Dairy Queen for dessert.

| places along the way to stop and see. We all stopped at Hopewell Rocks to
= see the unusual shaped rock formation due to battering from high tide in the

area.

You probably have seen these rogiiid
formations on travel brochures fro g
Canada. Very distinctive. Close tof
Lunch Les remembered a restaurdg’ #
overlooking the Bay of Fundy at |

(Continued on page G
A
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MEET THE MEMBER

D“Ow He | |Bulbvinkle J. Moose here.1 6d | i ke to tel]|
k“ about my frienced Jutras( He6s t he one in th
‘S mMETHING YOUZL head up my butt).
“ERE Ed was born in Frostbite Falls, Minnesota by the shores of Ve-

o ronica Lake (Vicki to her friel
“‘k\“x where I 6m fr om.

‘ Ahem, well then §ES

\)&%. ing to my best sources, Ed grew ufae *
/ in Rhode Island and has lived the

. all his life with the exception of
some time in the State Penn (or we

that Penn State?). While attending college he bought his first new car, a 1¢-

Fiat 128 Sport Coupe. This front wheel drive car, with a transverse mounte

engine featuring a SOHC aluminum alloy cylinder head, was considered ar

vance design for its time and was the 1970 European Car of the year. Unfi

nately, like many other Fiats, it was a piece of sh** broke down a lot and w.

eventually sold.

Fast forward to 2008, when after owning many fAsensi ol ed c

drive. He knew he wanted asRater, and was familiar with the Honda S2000, Pontiac Solstice/ Saturn Sky and the Miateaso he w

intrigued when driving by a dealer he saw this little hardtgpaer in the lot. Only after stopping did he realize thaast av2002

Miata with a hardtop roof attached.

Sunlight Silveri LS model with tan leather interior and Bose sound syst€atk about love at first sight. There is just sdinirg

about the lines of an NB Miata with a hardtop.

The dealer was on a major highway, so Ed expected a boring test drive. But the salesman pointed us to
back entrance and off we went on a hilly, twis
Miata.

And best of all, it was an automatic.

A WHAT???i1 AN AUTOMATIC I!!

oK, Bull winkle, 16l take over now. Yes fol ks, idfacahkemi t i
majority of the cars | have owned were standard shift. No, | just felt that after 40 years of driving | wanted to be
able to sit back and enjoy the ride.
And did | enjoy it! I dondét think it 6lsbdvpeo sgsoithlae c
vertible angriymu howmhobéa f ul |-toearlsmil.nSo everivecekknsl | wouldrbé outn g |
driving some of the roads | hadndét drove since co

=W - And then it happened. | had gone to the market (being single | can fit my groceries in the Miata), and found a
business card from Bob Br ewer Wdhavw hgeatMmed! LCondijomusd! Cl ub on m
Unfortunately | didnét follow the advice right awagve Ibut
contacted the leader, Jon Weinberg, who graciously allowed me to come along on the club run. By the first stop | washlaocoked.
to become a member.
That was October 2007 and since then | édve been on ovper 30
Cod dinner train, cruising the Connecticut River, and this summer, a trip to Prince Edward Island and Cape Breton.
Besides driving my Miata, my hobbies include collecting NASA & space memorabilia (I LOVE eBay), and as you may have no-
ticed, Rocky & Bullwinkle. In my free time | work as a PC Support Analyst for Covidien in Mansfield, MA.
So if itds been a whileiMendbdaveowrbye eattt ¢enaned'!a Clome ¢wém

Meetings, activities and events are planned and presented by fellow club members. We welcome your input, gommen
and support. If you have an idea, trip, event, etc., that you feel your fellow Miata enthusiasts would enjoy; Plefse e
mail at activies@massmiata.net.
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Werenot

There?

Missed

This!

Wer enot
There?

OK!

You probably
Wanted
To
Miss

This...

Great Trip Though!












